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whether he even knew of their existence. Mr. Swift
MacNeill, M.R, used to wax frantic at the King
going about negotiating treaties behind the backs
of his responsible ministers. We now know how
groundless were his fears. He certainly took no
active part in the negotiations. " He cannot,"
says Sir Sidney Lee, " be credited tvith broad diplo-
matic views or the faculty for tactical negotiation.
. . . To his unguarded utterances no real weight
attached either at home or abroad" Thus, whilst
he was supposed to be labouring in the interests of
peace, he was in the full " enjoyment of life under
foreign skies quite unencumbered by the burden of
diplomatic anxieties." It was with difficulty that
he would be induced to meet the late Sir Henry
Cainpbell-Bannerman even at a private dinner.
The Budget, he thought, was laying burdens upon
land and property, and caused him much " searching
of heart/' and Sir Sidney Lee finally sums him up
in these words : " No originating political faculty
can be assigned Jiim* . . . King Edward cannot be
credited with the greatness that comes of statesman-
ship and makes for 'the moulding of history."
I have given only a few extracts from Mr. Keir
Hardie's article, containing most of the points in the
Dictionary's Memoir which tell against the King.
What a handle for the Socialists! They will be
testimonialising the Editor of the Dictionary one of
these days, for he has furnished them with material
which, although some of it is, as the " Times "
admits, "disputable," they would be more than
human not to utilise. " The late King Efaxmd was
dearly a man of very amiable disposition, &&$
intellect."